
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
April 10, 2022 

 
At the Mass – Reading I 
Is 50:4-7 

The Lord GOD has given me a well-trained tongue, that I might know how to speak to the 
weary a word that will rouse them. Morning after morning he opens my ear that I may 
hear; and I have not rebelled, have not turned back. I gave my back to those who beat me, 
my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield from buffets and 
spitting. The Lord GOD is my help, therefore I am not disgraced; I have set my face like 
flint, knowing that I shall not be put to shame. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24. 

R (2a) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 
 
Reading II 
Phil 2:6-11 

 
Gospel 
Lk 22:14—23:56 

 

HOMILY: 

 

Besides Jesus, certainly the most influential teachers in my life have been my 

parents—I imagine it is the same for most of you regarding your parents. Among the 

many life lessons, the most important one they taught to me (since I desire to be a 

follower of Jesus) is how to love.  Of course, they were not perfect, but that is not 

required.  In particular, as my mother’s life on earth drew to an end, and her dementia 

became more pronounced, my father’s love became more sublime, more tested, more 

poignant. He made a decision at one point to no longer dispute with mom over her 

memory lapses, but instead to go meet her wherever she was, and react as if each 

memory, each story was new. If she said the same thing 5, 10 or 25 times, he began to 

try to respond as if each time was new, for, in fact, it was for mom. And then…near 

the end of her life, when she could no longer communicate in the same way, gestures 

became the means of communication.  While some might say this was a shame, I saw 

it as the culmination of their relationship—the expressions of love finally exhaust 

words and gestures become more powerful.  

 

A closer look at today’s scriptures for Palm Sunday reveal HOW God speaks his love 

to us most sublimely in Jesus when he speaks not in words but in gestures.  The 

prophet Isaiah, in the 50th chapter of that book, in what is often called one of the 

songs of the “Suffering Servant,” words seen as prophesying the coming of the 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/50?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/22?8
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philippians/2?6
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/22?14


Christ: “The Lord GOD has given me a well-trained tongue, that I might know 
how to speak to the weary a word that will rouse them.”  A well-trained tongue:  

we often think of this as trained in eloquence—but often the “well-trained tongue” is 

one that knows when NOT to speak!  And, as we watch the way of the cross, we 

indeed see in Jesus this kind of “well-trained tongue.” 

 

Fourteen stations—which of them evidence “the well-trained tongue”? As it turns 

out, the gospel reveals, only three of them are places where Jesus speaks:  Station #1:  

Jesus is Condemned to Death; Station #8: Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem; and 

Station #12: Jesus dies on the cross.  For all the others: his actions speak louder than 

his words, while he remains in silence.  But the sheer depth of the suffering and effort 

reveal that this is a way of heroic love, where from the gift of his life “speaks” the 

heart of God of a savior who, by giving his back to those who beat him and whose 

face he does not shield from buffets and spitting, gives his life as a saving gift to us.  

His words from the cross, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do” and 

“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit” speak loudly that his mission is one of 

forgiveness and self-gift, but not as loudly as the way to the cross and the very fact 

that he gives himself into the hands of his executioners for our sake.  That he is on the 

cross is the clearest and loudest expression of the love of God for all humanity—

Christ’s actions speak even louder than his words! 

 

Across Lent, we have been learning about how the Holy Spirit truly dwells in each of 

us, so that we need not course this life only by our own feeble efforts. No!  The 

power of God’s Spirit itself dwells in each of us, if we’ll but give ourselves over to 

that merciful power to guide us, empower us, and fill us with the love we need to lay 

down our lives for others.  The Spirit speaks louder in our actions than in our words! 

 

The book by Richard Hauser, In His Spirit, that we’ve been reading during Lent ends 

in chapter six with an important truth:  this Spirit is given to each of us, to dwell as 

wisdom, power and love ONLY so that we can use those gifts in service of others.  It 

is the way of the cross that reveals this most clearly: In Christ’s humanity, the Spirit 

of God drives him, beyond words, to act for others by laying down his life.  When we 

want to know where we can see the Holy Spirit most fully, it is in the suffering 

servant Jesus on his way to the cross, and in the hearts of his followers in lives of 

service modeled on the way of the cross.  At Calvary, God’s love speaks louder than 

words. 

 

Actions speak louder than words.  May the Holy Spirit speak through each of us with 

a clarity of love and service.  May our service speak to the power of the Holy Spirit, 

working in each of us.  That’s the single most compelling evidence that God’s love is 

with us and given to others. 


